
- Marine debris removal, 
including Ghost Nets patrols

- Coastal surveillance and 
biosecurity

- Ocean rescue, research 
and innovation

- Weed management

- Feral animal management

- Fire management

- Working with AQIS

 

- Junior Ranger program

- Leadership training

- Emergency land and sea operations

   

We need recurrent funding to keep this 
valuable program alive.
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Baymarrwangga has spent a lifetime 
promoting the intergenerational transmission 
of local language and knowledge unique to 
this remote part of Australia’s marine estate. 
She says:

“Nhangu dhangany yuwalkthana 
Yolngu mitji marnggimana dhana 
mayili mana dhangany mana limalama 
ganatjirri marimba barathalayuma 
gurrku mana wanggalangga.”

“We will pass on the stories of our 
sea country for the benefit of a new 
generation to make it strong.”

Baymarrwangga was awarded a 
Special Commendation in the 2011 NT 
Research and Innovation Awards for her 
personal committment and persistence with 
the Crocodile Islands Initiative over many 
years. 

She is also a finalist for the 2012 Senior 
Australian of the Year. 

In 2010 the Yan-nhangu Aboriginal 
Traditional Owners of the Crocodile Islands 
formally launched their Crocodile Islands 
Ranger (CIR) Program. 

Since 2002 the CIR Program has been 
seeking support to protect their land and sea 
country, (which includes up to 10,000km2 of 
sea and 250km2 of registered sacred sites), 
as well as improve their economic, social 
and cultural wellbeing. 

The CIR Program is the last line 
of defence for the breeding and 
nesting sites of many endangered 
species, heritage sites and the 
cultural and linguistic inheritance of 
the people of the islands.

To achieve our objectives we need to 
maintain positive community engagement 
with our program, and secure recurrent 
government funds to assist our rangers in 
this significant and valuable work. 

Once we have secure funding we will:

- Operate a fully functional ranger program

- Engage all our people in Natural 
Resource Management (NRM) activities

- Provide role models and leadership for 
tomorrow’s indigenous NRM managers

The CIR is a representative group of 
Aboriginal Traditional Owners (TOs), and 
our rangers are the customary owners and 
managers for estates they will patrol and 
care for.

The initial setup of the CIR Program has 
been conducted and financed in full by 
the TOs, demonstrating full support of this 
Program.

Our rangers have committed 
to undertaking Natural 
Resource Management 
(NRM) work and training on a 
voluntary basis until recurrent 
funding has been secured. 


