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LOCAL INDIGENOUS RANGERS GET $400,000 BOOST FROM SENIOR TRADITIONAL OWNER 

Ninety-five year old Laurie Baymarrwangga (pictured 

right) has donated $400,000 of her own money - over half of 

her life savings - to a new Crocodile Islands Rangers (CIR) 

Program, as an investment in the livelihoods of future 

generations. The last speaker of the Yan-nhangu language, 

she gave her money to promote practical projects on her sea 

country. The CIR Program will provide appropriate life 

education and employment opportunities, and increase the 

use of the Yan-nhangu language, Ecological Knowledge (EK) 

and livelihood activities in multi-age training and employment 

contexts across the Islands. 

Baymarrwangga has spent a lifetime promoting the 

intergenerational transmission of local language and knowledge 

unique to this remote part of Australia’s marine estate.  She says: 

‘Nhangu dhangany yuwalkthana Yolngu mitji marnggimana dhana 

mayili mana dhangany mana limalama ganatjirri marimba 

barathalayuma gurrku mana wanggalangga’. 

“We will pass on the stories of our sea country for the benefit of a 
new generation to make it strong”.  

Baymarrwangga’s life time commitment to fostering meaningful 

engagement with kin on country provides a clear example of livelihood activities giving life choices closing 

many gaps. She has made a stand for leadership, ownership and control over the management of her country 

for her children’s children future for all Australians. Her people inherit a rich and vibrant ritual, linguistic and 

ecological knowledge. Yan-nhangu language, song and dance contain a wealth of cultural and biological 

knowledge, the reward of hundreds of generations of intimate coexistence with their environment. The CIR 

Program aims to protect this inheritance, including 250km2 of registered sacred sites, and the breeding and 

nesting sites of numerous endangered species, all linked to the ceremonies of this extraordinary living 

component of Australia’s national heritage.   

The CIR Program will provide sustainable livelihoods on country, ongoing collaborative research, multi-

literacies and continuities in local values and culture. It aims to provide much needed community and 

environmental services, such as removal of threatening crocodiles1, weed and feral animal management and 

ocean rescue. The CIR Program will eventually be able to take on collaborative fisheries management and fee 

for service contracts with groups including the Ghost Nets program and AQIS. What’s more, improved health 

outcomes and a sense of purpose for local people will blend with the benefits of coastal surveillance and bio-

security for the nation.  
The CIR are searching for additional assistance including partnerships with government, private sector 

and volunteers to help us in our endeavour to maintain biological, linguistic and cultural diversity for the future 

of all Australians. This initiative needs support and secure and reliable funding.  

 

For more information or to offer your support, please contact Bentley or Warrick at 

Crocodile.Islands.Rangers@gmail.com or WWW.crocodileislandsrangers.com 

                                                           
1
 Although requested, the CIR were unable to monitor and remove the croc that took a child from the main island’s town beach, the second in as many 

months. This is a basic kind of service enjoyed by the Darwin community and those with functional ranger programs like Djelk, Dhimurru and Marthakal. 
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